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Thank you very much for sending me your articlecawning the meaning and etymology of
“zahar” and “har”. | find your argument logicalé&nonvincing. As Iranian words, they need

indeed an explanation. It is surprising that ne among the philologists has provided, as far
as | know, an explanation or etymology.

Your connecting the two words with “kesara-" in Skt and its ultimate derivation from

PIE “*kaisaro-" or with “ *bhar-" and “*bhrsti-” ato appear cogent to me. However, one

needs to find similar phonetic changes in othetamses in order to make sure that this is not
a single case.

O 53 0Ll Ay Sosmam o BT 3 2alssl ofly ole 55y p Wl gl #  L

0 by Skl Sl sy SO UZ- Wl axasls (gge = UZ- + FAra gaiu, 511 ey el

Z, - . .1
Sl Sy 505l ul s e (o o 1 SO



55 AUS-3] L dSKH 0L 53 OULE- L ol ol s ool o o3ls (g ga> (BT &S AU 8IS
NSRRI PRV Py PRSI sl Sope w Sbesl s T oo d 0l 3 /[L;'L«ﬂ
5ty ool 55 ELE0Ls fY 5 badise bes 28 g 4 ) ik O S xal 53 DLl
s ) 5o sbas 4 Llg e ol 53 by (ulidaiy) b lad ool Kl esls S8 e
5 b (GLady Kos ool 4 o w\guﬁﬂ Lol Jou o5 o5 ) ol Sl el (50

LS Al 5 1, " s e

Sl S es) Cse 5 0L el 5> Py <=>L:..qfé SN (5 k> <Gl Slply cllesl ul e
Haar , L;w.:l_<.?\ 53 hairt L 5 "Wy //Ji,:.ijux /;)L{.a\ }So)l.j 03 3 m L5\) LIS UE RN
&‘.ﬂ Y o.l.:...':.s u'.‘.".‘.'.’. \‘) é\o)U }SL&MULog uL‘ U’-’-‘ BERE) .L,:JS J.:.EJS cL;’I}-L..J:QLJ /‘.}."’YJ “ ¢L;al.qﬂ B

:O0lis! gasl

About the etymology ofzahar

The proposition thazahar may be composed of prefixz- "out" and*har "hair" does not
seem plausible to me, since now | think that Pamkar may not be related to Bair, Ger.
Haar. Moreover, this new suggestion does not estaltishlacking link between Pers. and
E./Ger. terms.

For more information about prefixos-, uz- click heré, under the entryex-

| do not pretend that | have found the final regegri only present another track that seems
promising.

Persian zahar may be related to the following Skt. term:
sikhara-

"erection of the hair of the body; the armpit,"ginal meaning "pointed, spiked, crested; a
point, peak (of a mountain), top or summit (ofeed; edge or point (of a sword), end." Also,
in Hindu temples of Vishnu, "the tower above the nctam or shrine."
This word comes fromiikha- "top, point, summit; a sharp end, point, spikéufaor lock of
hair on the crown of the head, a crest, topknatmgl, a peacock's crest or comb; a pointed
flame," probably fromsi- "to sharpen" +hara- "bearing, wearing, taking, conveying,
bringing" from hr- "to bear, take, bring, present.”

In some Indo-Aryan dialectsiharz "(hair) to stand on end,'siur "cock's comb."

2 See, “ex-* inhttp://aramis.obspm.fr/~heydari/dictionary/Intrartt




Note that the first elemenrikhi- occurs in Pers. asix (=~) "a sharp end, spike, roasting
spit,” either as a loanword [Dehxodd] or as an peeelent cognate, since languages of the
same family have very similar terms.

As noted above, the second elementa- "bearing, wearing, taking, conveying, bringing'sha
no relation with "hair,” more especially since utris out thathair/Haar do not have any
known cognates in Skt. Therefore, a link betwgihard- and Hair/Haar seems unlikely.

| conculsion, if the comparison betweesharand Sktsikha- is justified,zahar (Ul ) might
originally meana _n) s «al) «se 025 7w, andhar (U») may be a contraction @ghar
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