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M or e about the etymology of zahar

| was checking the etymology of Pegsiné, guricolor; species; form, figure; manner," |
went to Av.gaona-and realized that in addition to the meaning "coiloalso denotes "body
hair" (!). This led me to PIEgéur- "(animal) body hair." The genitive form of thisBPbase
is*gundés(compare with Av.).

| looked up the derivatives in other IE languages:
Skt.: guné-"thread, string."

Mid. Irish: gizaire "hair (of animals), bristles."”
O.Norsekarr "curl of hair."

Latvian:gaari (plural) "pubic hair.”
Bulgarian:guna"fur coat,"gunja"goat-hair cloak."

The PIE phonemg sometimes remains unchanged in Av., but is tramsfd intoz in Pers.,
some examples:

Perszi-, zistan'to live," Av. gay-"to live," gaya-"life;" PIE *gweie-"to live."

Pers.zan-, zadarito strike," Av.gan-"to strike, hit, smite, kill;" PIEigwhen-"to strike, kill."

More frequently, the transformation intz} fakes place already in (Young?) Av., as show the
following examples:

Pers.za-, zadanto bring forth, give birth," Avzan-"to bear, give birth to a child, be born,"
zata- "born;" PIE*gen- "to give birth, beget."

Perszar"gold," Av. zaranya-"gold;" Skt.hiranya- O.E.gold, PIE basé&ghel-/*ghol-

"yellow, green."

Pers.zahré"bile, gall;" Av. zara-; O.E.galla/geallg E. </GALL< i>; PIE*ghol-/*ghel-
"yellow."

Pers.zemestanMid.Perszam"winter;" Av. zim8"winter;" Skt.hima-"cold, frost;" PIE
*ghiem-"winter," and many other examples.

In conclusion, | tend to propose that the Peakar, har andzar are all the variants of the
same word which derives from the PIE b&géur- "(animal) body hair."
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Dear Dr. Heydari,

Unfortunately, your etymology is very improbable. There are several reasons for that:

1. Modern Persian z- corresponds either to Old Iranian (Avestan) j- or to Olr. z-. The former is the

result of Indo-Iranian palatalization of g- of gh-, the latter is the reflex of already Indo- European palatal

g' or g'h. Let us look at your examples:

Pers. zi-, zistan "to live," Av. gay- "to live," gaya- "life;" PIE *gweie- "to live."
In Avestan we find the present tense /juuaiti/ "he lives" (Skt. /jivati/)
Pers. zan-, zadan "to strike," Av. gan- "to strike, hit, smite, Kill;" PIE *gwhen- "to strike, Kill."

In Avestan, the present tense of this verb is /jainti/.

The other cases you adduce go back to PIE palatal stops.

2. As you correctly indicate, "Pers. guné, gun "color; species; form, figure; manner." In fact this word
comes from Av. gaona- which in addition to "color" also denotes "body hair" (!)." In Avestan, /gaona-/
means ‘animal hair, color of the hair; quality' and this meaning is found in many Iranian languages,
including Mod. Pers. On the other hand, the words with -r- (Mid. Irish: gazaire "hair (of animals), bristles";
O.Norsekarr "curl of hair"; Latviangaari (plural, "pubic hair"), even if they belong togethhave no parallels
in Iranian, nor in Sanskrit.

3. Even if we assume thzaharis related to these words, we still have insurntalole problems:

(2) Initial z- must go back to Iranign (a palatalized variant @f, that is ge-), but the "European” words reflect
*
gouro.

(2) *-ou- cannot give Pers. -aha- (-ou- must gieesP-6-)

(3) the -h- remains unexplained, etc.

4. If we start with the formal side of Persihar, it can go back either to Iraniaadthéar(a)-or to *zafar(a)- (or
with j-). | know of only one Iranian word which suits seeforms, namely Avestarafar 'mouth’, ¥i-zafara/
‘with open snout'.

Would it be possible thakaSidé zahdrrefers to the mouth of the horses? Etymologicatiywould be perfect!

Best regards,

A. Lubotsky



